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Distinguished delegates, 
 
For the second time, the Sofia International Model United Nations Conference is gathering to 
discuss pressing and vital global concerns.  

Never before in its lifetime of more than sixty years has so much been expected of the United 
Nations. 

You are meeting in the midst of multiple crises, and will be representing countries struggling to 
overcome the worst ever global financial and economic crisis in the history of the United Nations, 
which already has affected every part of the world. Over the past years, we saw economic growth 
and made considerable strides towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals. But all this 
progress is now under threat.  

At a United Nations conference held in New York at the end of June, world leaders have adopted 
by consensus wide-ranging proposals to mitigate the effects of the crisis and pledged to combine 
short-term and long-term responses, including the review of the global economic system.  They 
proposed a course of action for strengthening the capacity, effectiveness and efficiency of the 
United Nations and its development institutions.   

At the same time, climate change has become a fundamental crisis far beyond the scope of an 
environmental problem, affecting health, food and security, the biggest global challenge facing 
our and future generations. According to scientists, there are less than ten years left to stop rising 
emissions in order to avoid catastrophic problems. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has invited 
the world’s heads of State and government to attend an unprecedented global summit on 22 
September at the United Nations to spur action towards “Sealing the Deal” -- reaching an 
ambitious climate change pact in Copenhagen in December 2009. 

While facing a multidimensional economic and climate crisis, we are also expected to achieve a 
more secure world.  
 
The United Nations is being put to new tests in peacekeeping. Over 110,000 men and women – 
more than ever before --  are serving as United Nations peacekeepers in 15 missions worldwide 
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The challenges arise not only from the unprecedented high scale of operations but also from 
complex mandates and environments.  

At a time of financial crisis, global military expenditures are about $1.3 trillion each year. This 
year, the Secretary-General, on the occasion of the International Day of Peace on 21 September, 
is asking governments and citizens of the world to focus on the important issues of nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation, with one strong, simple message: We Must Disarm! 

People also expect the United Nations to speak up for a more just world.  
 
60 years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, we have come a long 
way since the adoption of the Declaration. But we must also acknowledge that we have not yet 
lived up to its vision. In particular the challenge remains of overcoming the persisting abuses, the 
omissions and the neglect that still stand in the way of full implementation of human rights.  

Millions of people around the world are still unaware that they have rights that they can demand, 
and that their governments are accountable to them, and to national and international law. The 
United Nations General Assembly has designated the current year as the International Year of 
Human Rights Learning. As a global yardstick to measure respect for what we know, or should 
know, as right or wrong, it is our duty to ensure that these rights are a living reality – that they are 
known, understood and enjoyed by everyone, everywhere.  

 
Distinguished delegates, 

All these challenges have one thing in common: none of them can be solved by one country 
alone. But they can be achieved by the world community working together, which makes the 
United Nations more relevant and indispensable than ever before.   

As you address vital global issues at the Sofia International Model United Nations Conference 
over the coming days, you will represent diplomacy as it should be – countries and individuals 
coming together to find solutions through constructive debate. You will examine all different 
positions – including views you may oppose. After the end of the Conference, your skills, your 
ideas and your initiative can contribute to providing those global solutions that we need to achieve 
a safer, healthier, more prosperous world.   
 
I wish you all the best for the Sofia International Model United Nations Conference. 
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