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It gives me great pleasure to convey greetings to all of you who participate in the 2nd Sofia
International Model United Nations. This week certainly will be an extraordinary experience.
SOFIMUN brings together young and commited people who are bound together by a
common conviction in the goals and principles the UN stands for: Peace, prosperity and
dignity for all of humanity. In the 64 years of its existence, the UN and its agencies were
crucial to advance these goals. Still, to this day more than one billion human beings are
forced to live under worst conditions. And the international community is still far from
achieving the Millennium Development Goals set for 2015.

You have gathered from all around the world to simulate the proceedings of major UN
bodies such as the Security Council, the Human Rights Council or the Peacebuilding
Commission. To bring these institutions into life, many of you will assume the role of
ambassadors and government delegates. If you genuinely succeed in merging into these
roles, I believe that this week's exercise will reveal to you very tangibly one of the major
features of the UN system: National interests as defined by the home governments are the
decisive and paramount motive which steer the actions of all country delegations. This is
not a surprise, of course. Although the UN's Charter was declared in the name of "We, the
Peoples", the UN is a club of the world's governments. The UN is one of the platforms in
today's complex system of global governance where they bargain over their diverging
interests. These are not necessarily identical to those of humankind.

While the governments certainly will continue to play the decisive role at the UN, the world
organization can no longer remain an exclusive government club. The voice of the world's
peoples needs to be heard. The common global interest, the interest of humanity as such,
needs to be embodied. The participants in our Campaign believe that this can best be
assured by bringing elected representatives into the UN through the creation of a
Parliamentary Assembly – a second house complementing the General Assembly. Elected
representatives would not be bound to government instructions. They would be free to
follow their personal conscience. They would be genuinely new players at the UN. As our
Campaign's appeal states, a Parliamentary Assembly "would be the manifestation and
vehicle of a changed consciousness and understanding of international politics."

SOFIMUN Foundation is one of the first organizers of a model UN in the world which
officially endorses the goal to create a UN Parliamentary Assembly. On behalf of the
Campaign, I congratulate you on this move and express our deep appreciation.

I wish you a memorable time in Sofia. At last I do not want to miss the opportunity to invite
you to join our cause. As a starter, visit our website at www.unpacampaign.org and sign the
Campaign's appeal. As former UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali put it in a
message to the Campaign, "We cannot just dream, or wait for someone else to bring our
dream about. We must act now."
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